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American Rescue Plan Act, From Jon Cannon

On March 10, the US Congress passed the American Rescue Plan Act. Part of this
Act includes State and Local Coronavirus Fiscal Recovery Funds legislation, which
specifically allocates $65.1 billion in direct aid to every county in America.
President Biden signed this legislation into law on March 11.

The National Association of Counties (NACo) was instrumental in making sure that
counties were provided for in this legislation, and they have a handy tool at their
new COVID-19 Recovery Clearinghouse. Under the “State & Local Fiscal Recovery
Funds” tab, you can find your countyʼs estimated allocation, as well as NACoʼs
legislative analysis.

In practical terms, the US Treasury will be making your countyʼs allocation in two
halves – the first half will be within 60 days of the Presidentʼs signature, with the
second half no sooner than 12 months after.

The funds may be used as follows:

Responding to the public health emergency or its negative economic
impacts. This includes assistance to households, small businesses, and
nonprofits, or aid to impacted industries such as tourism, hospitality, or
travel.
Providing premium pay (up to $13/hour) to eligible workers performing
essential work for the county during the pandemic.
Replacement of revenue lost due to the pandemic.
Necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure.

State and local government may transfer funds to private nonprofit organizations,
public benefit corporations involved in the transport of passengers, or special
purpose units of State and local government. None of the funds may be deposited
into any pension fund. Counties that fail to comply with the federal law and its
related guidelines will be required to repay the US Treasury.

We need to be intentional in how we direct these funds. In the coming weeks,
NACO staff will be working on developing further guidance for all 93 Nebraska
counties. Please text, call, or email me if you would like to discuss this further.

As a final matter, I want to commend NACo for their work in making sure that
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counties were at the table when this relief bill was passed. If your county is not
currently a member of the National Association, I would strongly encourage you to
consider it.

Jon Cannon, Executive Director
Jon.Cannon@NebraskaCounties.org
Office: 402.434.5660 Ext. 230
Mobile: 402.202.5759

Your County, Through the Lens

Every E-Line will feature a photograph submitted by one of our readers of their
county.

Click Here to Submit a Photo of Your County

Holt County, submitted by Bill Tielke
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Upcoming Events
District Meetings:

Central, 3.18.2021 - Register with your County Clerk
Northeast, 3.19.2021 - Register with your County Clerk
Panhandle, 3.24.2021 - Register with your County Clerk

West Central, 3.25.2021 - Register Here

2021 County Budget Workshop:
North Platte, 5.13.2021 - Register Here
Columbus, 5.14.2021 - Register Here

NACO Leadership Book Club

Twice a year, NACO hosts our
Leadership Book Club. We provide each
county with a copy of a book focused
around professional development and
leadership. The book club offers an

opportunity to read, discuss and
network with peers. We are excited to
announce our next selection for the

Leadership Book Club: Relentless
Optimism by Darrin Donnelly. Copies
of the book will be distributed to a

representative for each county at our
upcoming District Meetings.

2021 Outstanding County Board Member of the Year

Let us know who you think deserves to be recognized for the work theyʼre
doing for their community. The Outstanding County Board Member Award is
open to county board members who have been in office for at least four terms.

Applications are due April 30, 2021.

Click Here to Submit a Nomination

COOL Network, Series 2 & 3
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NACO and UNL are excited to bring you The County Official Online Learning
Network. The COOL Network is a continuing education opportunity which will help
boost your knowledge of county government, develop leadership skills, and create

a network of county officials across the state.

Series One will be offered again in the Fall.

Series One is not a prerequisite requirement to take Series Two or Three.

Click Here to Enroll in The COOL Network

Flag Retirement Boxes

NACO has partnered with the National Association of Counties to provide
Nebraska counties with a free flag collection box to aide residents to properly

dispose of worn U.S. flags.
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Flag boxes will be distributed by NACO at spring District Meetings.

2021 Membership and Sponsorship Opportunities

The NACO membership program is seeking sponsors for 2021.

The NACO Membership Program provides representatives of the private sector
opportunities to become members of the NACO Network through contributions

that facilitate our programs.

Want to nominate a company to become a member? Send an email to
Tess.Mayer@nebraskacounties.org explaining why they would make a great

addition to the NACO Network.



Quick Links

Associate & Sustaining Members

County Classified Ads

2020-2022 Legal Calendar

National Association of Counties

Check the NACO website for our Calendar Updates,
Latest News & Featured Links

About  |  Calendar  |  Contact Us
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